The Tale of the Painted
Monkey

The Painted Monkey is a worthy and honorable selection for the name and the logo
of the CAEA newsletter. This symbol represents a rare species of monkeys, the douc
langur. This beautiful primate lives deep in the southeastern Asian forests and
appears as if someone had painted its fur with a white vest, knee-length black pants,
reddish-brown stockings. It is approximately 30 inches long, not counting its tail. The
painted monkey is a primate from the Latin primus meaning first in importance.

Most primates have large brains and are quite intelligent and certain parts of their
brains are well developed, particularly those used in seeing. It would be sad, indeed,
if the painted monkeys became extinct.

In 2008, douc langurs (pronounced duk LANG-grrs) were highly endangered. Over
60 percent of the forest in Vietham is gone because of the war. Sadly the forests in
Cambodia and Laos are also disappearing due to demands for the rain forest,
monsoon forest and pine tree forest wood, decreasing the douc langur habitats. The
forests continue to be cut for commercial purposes and the monkey’s habitats shrink
accordingly. They are also hunted for food and oriental medicinal purposes.

In Vietnam, laws have protected them since 1992, but conservation in Southeast
Asia can be very complicated. Local economics plays an important role and
educating the populous about conservation efforts to protect endangered species is
not easy. Saving the shrinking rain forest habitat is crucial to saving the douc
langurs. The forest habitat is vital for their survival, as these leaf-eating monkeys
cannot survive outside of their native habitats. When they are sold for pets or zoos,
they do not survive, primarily due to the diet they require.

For more information, contact:
Douc Langur Foundation,

PO Box 23912

San Diego, CA 92193
foundation@douclangur.org

The California Art Education Association invites YOU to
become an active member and join our effort to protect and
promote quality Art Education in California. You receive five
copies of the Painted Monkey during the year which keep you
informed and updated on CAEA opportunities and activities.




